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ELLEN TERRY

HTlhe two girls paused outside Watts* studio. The elder was dark, erect,
I   mature; the younger dreamy and romantic with strikingly lovely
JL auburn hair. The elder girl was quite at her ease, but the younger
could not suppress her excitement.

The dark-haired girl was Kate Terry, who had come at Tom Taylor's
request to have her portrait painted. Taylor had beamed behind his little
glasses with delight at the thought that Kate was just Watts' type. Ellen,
her younger sister, was with her to act as chaperon.

Kate Terry was seventeen and already had an established popularity as
an actress with a small but discriminating public. Ellen, or Nell as she
was called, had not as yet made so much of a mark. She was, after all, only
fifteen. Yet in those short years she had crammed in enough work for a
veteran. Already she possessed that directness of response to her surround-
ings which is the mark of natural genius. Her individuality had blossomed
uninhibited in the strange, closed world of the Victorian theatre where the
stage was a god who demanded endless sacrifices. Mr. and Mrs. Terry
considered every inconvenience worth while for the almost fanatical
pleasure they took in acting. If anything could have cured them of love of
the stage one would have thought a family of eleven children would have
done so. In fact it did nothing of the kind. Mrs. Terry moved in a squalid
bustle from one lodging house to another without it ever entering her head
that family life and the stage do not agree. With a heroism that is really
wonderful she tried and almost succeeded in combining the Victorian
ideal of the family with a nomad's life in the newly industrialised North of
England.

She did not altogether succeed. Her children were very conscious of the
deficiences in their background. They hungered for the prettiness and
comfort of home life, perhaps, above all, for the leisure to live in a refined
atmosphere. They longed to leave behind them as bad dreams the hideous
attic kitchens in which Nell had had to cook from the age of five.

It was at first arranged by Tom Taylor that Kate should go to Litde
Holland House alone. But her parents were conventional people and did
not think it proper. And as Mrs. Terry was immersed in the domesticities
of her laige family, Nell was chosen as chaperon, Thus the two paused at
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